
INFORMATIONAL MEMO 
 

TO:  JFL Parents 

 

FROM: Mick Hall, Skills Camp Director 

 

RE:  2020 Dunlap JFL Skills Camp 

 

DATE:  July 13, 2020 

 

On behalf of the Dunlap JFL Board, we are very pleased your player will be attending the 2020 

Dunlap JFL Skills Camp.  This will be the 12th annual skills camp.  Over 1,000 players have 

attended our Skills Camp in the past.  Most of these players moved on to play for Dunlap or 

other area high schools.  Some even went on to play in college. 

 

There are three purposes to the skills camp.  First, for flag players, it is an opportunity for those 

players to interact with coaches and begin to build skills to help them succeed in the upcoming 

flag season.  Second, for new tackles players, it is a chance to work with coaches while learning 

on both offensive and defensive skills.  When practice begins these new tackle players will have 

the basics in mind as they learn more details from our experienced coaches.  Third, for returning 

tackle players, the skills camp is an opportunity to get in shape and sharpen skills so they can hit 

the ground running on the first day of JFL practice. 

 

Many parents have reached out to learn how we will be conducting camp in a COVID-19 

environment.  Since our camp takes place at Dunlap High School, we follow all IHSA rules 

regarding COVID-19.  Here is an outline of our COVID-19 plan: 

 

 1. All of our equipment will be sanitized each day prior to camp beginning. 

2. According to the IHSA, masks are NOT required of players since we will be 

outdoors and carefully maintaining social distancing.  Players will be running and 

practicing skills, so wearing a mask is not practical. 

3. Masks or face shields WILL BE REQUIRED for all coaches and volunteers at the 

stadium. 

4. We cannot use the water tree this year so each player must bring adequate water 

to last the entire night of camp. 

5. The IHSA allows groups of no more than 50.  For that reason, our players will be 

divided into groups of less than 50.  Each group will practice together all three 

days of the camp.  Flag players will be in one group.  Saturday players will be 

divided by level into groups, and all Sunday players will be in one group. 

6. In accordance with IHSA rules, there will be no player contact at this skills camp. 

7. To avoid unnecessary interactions between groups, we will assign a drop off/pick 

up location for each group with staggered drop off/pick up times to limit potential 

mixing of the groups.  Details will be posted on dunlapjfl.com by Friday, July 

17th.  We ask that parents be on time dropping off/picking up their players. 

8. Because of a positive COVID-19 test by a high school player, we will NOT be 

having high school players assist with camp as we have in the past. 



Here are some frequently asked questions: 

 

Is there any tackling at this skills camp? 

NO!  This is a no-tackling camp.  We will teach tackling techniques using dummies, but there 

will be no contact between players. 

 

When will my player receive his or her skill camp shirt? 

In the past we distributed camp shirts during check-in.  To avoid interaction between players and 

parents, we will distribute skills camp shirts to each group at the end of practice on Monday, July 

20th.  Only players who signed up by July 1st are guaranteed to receive their shirt that night.  All 

other players will receive their shirts the next night if available.  If we need to order more shirts, 

we will deliver those shirts as soon as they become available.  We highly encourage players to 

wear their shirts during camp as we take lots of photos.  We also have some camp shirts from 

previous years we will be selling at camp for $5 cash each.  These are great to wear under 

shoulder pads during the season as they are moisture wicking shirts. 

 

My player may need to miss part of camp due to other activities, is that ok? 

YES!  We know baseball and other sports may still be running during our skills camp.  If your 

player needs to leave early, simply let the coaches know at drop off.  If your player must arrive 

late, please have your player go to the practice area assigned to his or her group.  A map will be 

posted on dunlapjfl.com by Friday, July 17th showing the areas assigned.  We will also have 

volunteers who can help direct your player where to go. 

 

I heard the flag program is moving to “house” play.  Why? 

This season instead of traveling to other area programs on Saturdays for games, Dunlap’s 

program will be a “house” program where all games will be played at North Park against other 

Dunlap teams.  The decision to move to a house program was to eliminate scheduling conflicts 

for parents with players at both the flag and tackle levels who might be scheduled to play at the 

same time in separate cities. 

 

My player won a prize at last year’s skills camp.  Will you have prizes again this year? 

YES!  Dick’s Sporting Goods is the title sponsor of our skills camp and they provide gift 

certificates for players that we use as prizes.  Each night we will award those prizes. 

 

Will you still have the punt/pass/kick contest? 

YES!  All Saturday players will participate in a punt/pass/kick contest on Wednesday of the 

camp.  Prizes are awarded to the winning players.  We have other contests for the Sunday players 

including a linemen challenge. 

 

How will you deal with weather issues at camp? 

We take several precautions related to weather. First, we have mandatory water breaks several 

times each hour.  Second, we will instruct players to speak to a coach if he or she gets too hot.  

The turf can be up to ten degrees warmer than in the stands, so we are always keeping an eye out 

for heat related fatigue.  Third, if it rains, we will hold camp unless the rain is accompanied by 

lightning.  Pursuant to IHSA rules, if lighting is seen we must vacate the field for 30 minutes 



after the last flash is seen.  So, if there is lightning in the area and you did not stay to watch 

camp, please return so your player can wait in your car for the all clear. 

 

Where can I receive skills camp updates? 

Check dunlapjfl.com for updates regarding skills camp.  You can also email me at 

mhlawdog@yahoo.com or call me at 303.3449. 

 

Can spectators watch the skills camp? 

YES!  Our only request is that spectators adhere to our social distancing policy.  This means 

anyone who watches the camp in the stadium should wear a mask while within six feet of anyone 

else not with them.  The stands will be open for spectators, but we cannot allow you on the field 

this year. 

 

Will the concession stand be open? 

NO!  The only drinks available will be for the volunteer coaches. 

 

Can I still sign my player up for this season with Dunlap JFL? 

YES!  We can get your player signed up at camp or you can do it online at dunlapjfl.com. 

 

What does my player need to bring to skills camp? 

Each player should wear shorts and a light t-shirt (we love seeing current and past skills camp 

shirts!).  Players may wear cleats (no metal allowed) and/or football gloves for camp but they are 

not required. 

 

Will the stadium rest rooms be open? 

Yes! 

 

Will Dick’s Sporting Goods be hosting special coupon shopping days again this year? 

Each year Dick’s has been a sponsor they have given us digital coupons for 20% off eligible 

products that can be used on two different weekends before the season started.  Due to the impact 

of COVID-19 on all retail businesses, Dick’s may or may not host these 20% off weekends this 

year.  As soon as we find out for sure, we will let you know.  If you were waiting until now to 

purchase gear hoping we would have a 20% off weekend, it may not happen before camp. 
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